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Legislative Decree No. (15) of 1983 amending Articles 23 and 24 of Legislative Decree No. (4) of 1973 regarding the Control of the Circulation and Use of Narcotic Substances and Preparations


We, Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa – Emir of the State of Bahrain, 
Having reviewed the Constitution, 
Emiri Order No. (4) of 1975; 
Legislative Decree No. (4) of 1973 regarding the Control of the Circulation and Use of Narcotic Substances and Preparations; 
And the Penal Code, promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (15) of 1976 and amended by Legislative Decree No. 4 of 1982 and Legislative Decree No. 9 of 1982, 
And upon the submission of the Minister of Health; 
And after the approval of the Council of Ministers. 
Hereby Decree the following Law: 
Article One 
The text of Articles 23 and 24 of Legislative Decree No. 4 of 1973 regarding the control of the circulation and use of narcotic substances and preparations is replaced by the following texts: 
Article 23: 
"The penalty shall be life imprisonment or temporary imprisonment for a term of at least five years and a fine of at least five thousand dinars and at most fifteen thousand dinars. 
(a) Any person who imports or exports narcotic substances or preparations before obtaining the licence provided for in Article Three of this Law. 
(b) Any person who cultivates, produces, extracts, separates or manufactures narcotic substances or preparations with the intention of trafficking them. 
(c) Anyone who owns, possesses, buys or sells narcotic substances or preparations, delivers them, receives them, gives them away, dispenses them for any reason whatsoever, or offers them for use or facilitates their use against or without compensation in cases other than those authorised by this Law. 
(d) Any person who has been entrusted with the safekeeping of narcotic substances or preparations or who has been authorised to possess them for use for a specific purpose and who has disposed of them in any way whatsoever for purposes other than those purposes. 
In pronouncing the penalty, the court shall not apply Article 72 of the Penal Code and reduce the sentence below the minimum provided for in that Article. 
Article 24: 
"Anyone who possesses, owns or purchases, with the intention of personally taking or using, narcotic substances or preparations in cases other than those authorised by this Law, shall be punished with imprisonment for a period of not less than six months and a fine not exceeding ten thousand dinars. 
When imposing the penalty provided for in the preceding paragraph, the Court shall be entitled to order the placement of a person found to be addicted to narcotic or norcotic substances and preparations in one of the hospitals designated by the Minister of Health for treatment. This person shall remain in hospital until a committee, to be formed by the decision of the Minister of Health, decides on his release from hospital, and the period of hospitalisation shall be deducted from the duration of the sentence imposed". 
Article Two 
The ministers - each within their jurisdiction - shall implement this law, which shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Official Gazette. 
Emir of the State of Bahrain 
Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
Issued at Riffa Palace 
On 15 Safar 1404 A.H. 
Corresponding to: 20 November 1983 
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