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Legislative Decree No. (4) of 1985 regarding the Regulation of Agricultural Drains


We, Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa, Emir of the State of Bahrain. 
Having reviewed the Constitution;  Emiri Order No. 4 of 1975; Legislative Decree No. 8 of 1970 regarding the Acquisition of Lands for Public Benefit, amended by Legislative Decree No. 24 of 1975; 
And upon the submission of the Minister for Commerce and Agriculture, 
And after the approval of the Council of Ministers, 
Hereby Decree the following Law 
Article -1- 
In applying the provisions of this Law, the following expressions shall have the meanings assigned to them below: 
(A) Drain: 
Any means for draining groundwater from agricultural land. 
(B) Field Drain: 
It is a drain established within farms, whether it is open or closed. 
(C) Secondary Drain: 
It is a drain that connects field drains to main drains and may be located inside or outside the farm. 
(D) Main Drain: 
It is a drain that connects field or secondary drains and leads them to the water disposal area, and may be located outside or inside the farms. 
(E) Obstructions: 
Refers to soil, stones, deposited or floating materials in the water, living plants or their remains, or any materials that hinder the flow of water in the drain. 
(F) Drain Slope: 
It is the incline of the drain bottom that allows the flow of water in the direction of the disposal area. 
(G) Lateral Slope: 
It is the side slope of the drain that helps prevent soil or stone collapse into the drain. 
Article -2- 
The regions requiring the establishment of drains are determined by a decision issued by the Minister of Commerce and Agriculture. 
Owners of new farms shall inform the Projects Administration at the Ministry of Commerce and Agriculture about their farms and obtain the necessary technical specifications for the construction of field drains from it. 
Article -3- 
The Projects Administration shall be responsible for surveying agricultural lands and preparing maps and drawings that determine the path and distribution of drains. It shall also supervise their construction. 
Article -4- 
As of the date of entry into force of this Law, the construction of main drains in the agricultural area shall be done by a decision of the Minister of Commerce and Agriculture. In the case where these drains are located on private properties, the necessary lands for their construction shall be expropriated in accordance with the provisions of Legislative Decree No. 8 of 1970 regarding the Acquisition of Lands for Public Benefit, amended by Legislative Decree No. 24 of 1975. The above paragraph does not apply to secondary and field drains. 
Article -5- 
The State shall bear the costs of establishing main agricultural drains, taking into consideration the following rules regarding compensating landowners on whose lands main agricultural drains are constructed. 
(A) The landowner shall not be entitled to any compensation for his land on which the main agricultural drain is constructed if the percentage of land does not exceed 10% of the total area of land owned by him and benefiting from this drain. 
(B) If the percentage of land used in the construction of the main agricultural drain exceeds 10% of the total land owned by the owner and benefiting from this drain, then this owner shall be compensated for the portion exceeding 10% of the land used in the construction of the drain. 
(C) If the land area does not exceed one thousand square metres and a main agricultural drain is constructed on it, the owner shall have the choice between requesting compensation for what was used in constructing this drain on his land, taking into consideration the two previous clauses, or relinquishing the entire land to the State in exchange for compensation, also considering the provisions of the two previous clauses. 
(D) The term "owner" in the preceding clauses refers to a single owner or joint owners. 
(E) Except as provided for in the preceding clauses, the provisions regarding compensation to landowners and all provisions of the expropriation law as set forth in Legislative Decree No. 8 of 1970 regarding the Acquisition of Lands for Public Benefit, amended by Legislative Decree No. 24 of 1975 shall apply. However, for secondary and field drains, the Ministry of Commerce and Agriculture may enter into agreements with the landowner, the usufructuary, or the lessee (guarantor) to jointly bear the costs of their construction. The Minister of Commerce and Agriculture shall issue a decision specifying the conditions of the agreement between the Ministry or the beneficiary or the lessee (guarantor) and the damages each party bears for the costs of constructing these drains. 
Article -6- 
Landowners who benefit from field drains shall be responsible for cleaning and maintaining them at their own expense. If they fail to do so, the Projects Administration may undertake the cleaning and maintenance on their behalf, after assigning them a specific date for this purpose, and if they still refuse to perform the cleaning and maintenance. 
The expenses for cleaning and maintenance shall be collected from the landowners based on a registered letter sent to them. 
Article -7- 
It is not permissible to block any main or secondary drain, interrupt the flow of water in it, change its course, slope, or divert it, or construct any structures above it without obtaining a permit from the Minister of Commerce and Agriculture. 
Article -8- 
Instructions issued by the Projects Administration regarding discharging water into main, secondary, and field drains shall be followed. 
Article -9- 
Whoever violates the provisions of Articles 7 and 8 of this Law shall be punished with imprisonment for a period not exceeding three months, a fine not exceeding five hundred dinars, or either of the two penalties. 
Article -10- 
All provisions contrary to the provisions of this Law shall be repealed. 
Article -11- 
The Minister of Commerce and Agriculture shall issue the necessary decisions to implement the provisions of this Law. 
Article -12- 
The Minister of Commerce and Agriculture shall implement this Law, and it shall come into force three months from the date of its issuance and shall be published in the Official Gazette. 
Emir of the State of Bahrain 
Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
Issued at Riffa Palace: 
On: 7 Jumada Al-Akhir 1405 A.H. 
Corresponding to: 27 February 1985 
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