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Legislative Decree No. (4) of 1973
regarding the Control of the Circulation and Use of Narcotic Drugs and Preparations

We, Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa,                                                                                                           Emir of the State of Bahrain.
Having reviewed Emiri Decree No. (2) of 1971 regarding the Administrative Reorganisation of the State,
The Control of Hazardous Drugs in Bahrain Law of 1959, amended by Law No. (5) of 1961,
And upon the submission of the Minister of Health,
And after the approval of the Cabinet,
Hereby Decree the following Law:
Article – 1 –
In applying the provisions of this Law, narcotic drugs or preparations shall include those listed in Table No. (1) attached hereto.
Article – 2 –
No person shall import, export, produce, own, possess, acquire, buy, sell, exchange, or transfer narcotic drugs or preparations in any form, nor shall they act as an intermediary in any of these activities, except in the circumstances provided for in this Law and under the conditions specified herein.
Article – 3 –
No person shall import into Bahrain or export from it narcotic drugs or preparations except under a written licence issued by the Minister of Health.
Article – 4 –
The cultivation or importation of opium poppy (Papaver somniferum) is strictly prohibited.
Article – 5 –
Any person granted a licence under Article Three who wishes to import or export narcotic drugs or preparations must submit a request to the Minister of Health for each import or export, specifying the full name of the narcotic drugs or preparations, their nature, the quantity to be imported or exported, the reasons justifying that import or export, and any other information required by the Ministry of Health.
The Ministry of Health has the right to reject the request or reduce the quantities specified therein.
Article – 6 –
Narcotic drugs or preparations arriving at Bahrain Customs or being re-exported shall not be delivered to any entity without an official licence from the Ministry of Health. The licence must specify the name and address of the recipient, their registration number in the Ministry’s records, the type of narcotic drugs or preparations, the authorised quantities for import or export, and the approximate date of the importation or exportation.
Import or export licences shall be issued in five copies: one for the concerned party, another for the Anti-Narcotics Department of the General Police and Public Security, and two for the Customs Administration, which shall keep one copy and return the second to the Ministry of Health after indicating the actual quantities imported or exported. The fifth copy shall be retained in the records of the Ministry of Health.

Article – 7 –
Narcotic drugs or preparations must not be imported, exported, or transported within packages containing other materials. They must be sent, even if as samples, in insured packages. The full name of the narcotic drug, its pharmaceutical form, quantity, and the percentage of the narcotic substance(s) it contains must be clearly marked.
Article – 8 –
The Ministry of Health shall establish a special register to record individuals and entities licensed to import and export narcotic drugs or preparations, containing the following information:
a. Registration number.
b. Name, surname, age, nationality, and residential address.
c. The address of the hospital or pharmacy where the narcotic drugs or preparations are stored.
d. Details of the quantities and types of narcotic drugs or preparations licensed for import or export, the date of licensing, and any other relevant information.
Article – 9 –
Subject to the provisions of this Law, pharmacies are permitted, after obtaining an official licence from the Minister of Health, to purchase narcotic drugs or preparations from the Ministry of Health in Bahrain, for the purpose of selling them to private or public medical clinics or to patients to whom such substances are prescribed by their doctors for medical treatment.
Article – 10 –
Any person licensed to import, export, or possess narcotic drugs or preparations in accordance with the provisions of this Law must record the incoming and outgoing narcotic drugs or preparations, as and when they arise, in a special register, in the manner specified by the Ministry of Health.
Entries must be made in ink, written clearly, and free from erasures or alterations. Each page of the register must be numbered and bear the seal of the Ministry of Health. It must include detailed records of the narcotic drugs or preparations received, specifying the date of receipt, the source, type, quantities, and the number and date of the Ministry of Health's import licence. Similarly, it must record details of dispensed substances, including the date, quantity, type, the recipient (person or entity), their address, accompanying documents, and any other relevant data. These records must be presented to Ministry of Health representatives upon request.

Article – 11 –
Licensed individuals must send a registered letter to the Ministry of Health within the first week of each calendar year, detailing the narcotic drugs or preparations received and dispensed during the previous year, as well as the remaining stock, according to the forms prepared by the Ministry for this purpose.
Article – 12 –
Narcotic drugs or preparations in public or private pharmacies must be stored in a securely locked cabinet, with the pharmacy manager retaining the key. Any quantity found outside this cabinet shall be deemed contraband, and the pharmacy manager shall be penalised in accordance with the provisions of Article 26 of this Law.
Article – 13 –
Notwithstanding the provisions of Article Two, individuals may possess narcotic drugs or preparations in the quantities prescribed to them by licensed medical practitioners in Bahrain for their personal use and strictly for health reasons.
These substances or preparations may not be transferred to any other person for any reason.
Article – 14 –
No licensed medical practitioner in Bahrain may prescribe narcotic drugs or preparations to any patient except for the purpose of legitimate medical treatment.
Article – 15 –
Pharmacists may, upon a written request approved by the Ministry of Health, dispense to licensed medical practitioners in Bahrain certain narcotic drugs or preparations prepared for use by these practitioners in emergencies or for dressing procedures in their clinics, provided that these substances are delivered in a pharmaceutical form suitable for their medical use and that the practitioner has a licensed private clinic in Bahrain.
The practitioner must adhere to the provisions regarding the possession of narcotic drugs or preparations and their recording in the special registers mentioned in Article Ten of this Law.
The practitioner is also prohibited from dispensing any quantity of these substances to their patients for self-administration.
Article – 16 –
A pharmacist shall not dispense narcotic drugs or preparations to any person except upon a medical prescription. The prescription must meet the following conditions:
a. It must be written on special prescription forms issued by the Ministry of Health.
b. It must be prescribed by a medical practitioner licensed to practice in the State of Bahrain.
c. It must be written in ink, with clear handwriting, and free from erasures or alterations.
d. It must indicate the patient's name, age, and address.
e. The name and quantity of the narcotic must be specified in both numbers and words.
f. The prescription must bear the date and the practitioner's full signature.
g. The practitioner's full name, address, and telephone number, if available, must be included.
Article – 17 –
Medical prescriptions containing narcotic drugs or preparations may not be returned to the bearer under any circumstances. They must be stored in a special file at the pharmacy, stamped with the pharmacy’s seal, and annotated with the dispensing date and the pharmacist’s signature. These prescriptions must be retained for five years from the dispensing date and presented upon request during inspections by the competent authority.
Article – 18 –
The dispensing of a medical prescription containing narcotic drugs or preparations shall not be repeated.
Article – 19 –
A medical prescription containing narcotic drugs or preparations shall not be dispensed if three days have elapsed since the prescription was issued, excluding the day on which the prescription was issued from this period.
Article – 20 –
Medical practitioners are prohibited from issuing prescriptions for narcotic drugs or preparations for use beyond seven days, and pharmacists are prohibited from dispensing such prescriptions.
Article – 21 –
The Minister of Health may amend the schedule annexed to this Law, by issuing a decision to add or remove items.
Article – 22 –
The Minister of Health shall, by decision, regulate the procedures for handling narcotic drugs or preparations in hospitals, units under the Ministry of Health, and private hospitals.
Penalties
Article – 23 –
Imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years or a fine not exceeding ten thousand dinars, or both penalties shall be imposed on:
a. Anyone who imports or exports narcotic drugs or preparations without obtaining the licence stipulated in Article Three of this Law.
b. Anyone who cultivates, produces, extracts, separates, or manufactures narcotic drugs or preparations with the intent to trade.
Anyone who possesses, acquires, buys, sells, delivers, receives, transfers, dispenses, offers for consumption, or facilitates the consumption of narcotic drugs or preparations—whether for compensation or free of charge—outside the permitted circumstances under this Law.
d. Anyone who is licensed to possess narcotic drugs or preparations for specific purposes and who has disposed of them in any form outside those purposes.
Article – 24 –
A penalty of imprisonment not exceeding three years, a fine not exceeding three thousand dinars, or both shall be imposed on anyone who possesses, acquires, or buys narcotic drugs or preparations with the intent for personal use or consumption unless they prove possession in accordance with the provisions of this Law.
The court may, instead of imposing the penalty stated in the preceding paragraph, order—either on its own initiative or based on a recommendation from the Minister of Health—the placement of the accused in a hospital designated by the Minister of Health for treatment. This shall continue until a committee, formed by a decision of the Minister of Health, submits a report on their condition to the court for a final decision.
Article – 25 –
Imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months or a fine not exceeding five hundred dinars, or both penalties shall be imposed on anyone who possesses narcotic drugs or preparations for which they have been licensed to trade or possess and who fails to maintain the records referred to in Article Ten of this Law or who deliberately conceals them.
Article – 26 –
A penalty of imprisonment not exceeding three months, a fine not exceeding five hundred dinars, or both shall be imposed on anyone violating the provisions of Articles 11, 12, 15, 17, 18, 19, or 20 of this Law. Additionally, the court may rule to suspend the violator from practising their profession for a period equivalent to the term of the custodial penalty.
Article – 27 –
In all cases, the confiscation of narcotic drugs and preparations, as well as the devices, tools, containers, and means of transport used or prepared for this purpose, shall be ordered if found in violation of the provisions of the law.
The seized narcotic drugs and preparations shall be destroyed under the supervision of a committee formed by a decision from the Minister of Justice.
Article – 28 –
The penalties stipulated in the previous articles shall be doubled in cases of recidivism.
Article – 29 –
The provisions of this Law shall apply to any person who commits an act outside the territory of the State of Bahrain that makes them an original perpetrator or an accomplice in a crime specified in this Law, whether the crime occurred wholly or partially within Bahrain.
Article – 30 –
The penalties stipulated in this Law shall apply to any person in Bahrain who commits an act occurring outside the territory of the State of Bahrain that is considered a crime under the provisions of this Law.
Article – 31 –
The Minister of Health shall issue a decision specifying the fees to be paid for completing the procedures stipulated in this Law.
Article – 32 –
The provisions of the Control of Hazardous Drugs Law of 1959 and the laws that amend it shall be repealed.
Article – 33 –
The Ministers—each within their jurisdiction—shall implement the provisions of this Law, and it shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.

Emir of the State of Bahrain
Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa
Issued at Riffa Palace
On: 25 Muharram 1393 AH
Corresponding to: 27 February 1973


Narcotic Drugs and Preparations Law
Table No. (1)
Acetorphine
Acetylmethadol
Allylprodine
Alphacetylmethadol
Alphameprodine
Alphamethadol
Alphaprodine
Anileridine
Benzethidine
Benzylmorphine
Betacetylmethadol
Betameprodine
Betamethadol
Betaprodine
Bezitramide
Cannabis (Indian Hemp) and Cannabis Resin (Resin of Indian Hemp)
Clonitazene
Coca Leaf
Cocaine
Codoxime
Concentrate of Poppy Straw
Desomorphine
Dextromoramide
Diampromide
Diethylthiambutene
Dihydromorphine
Dimenoxadol
Dimepheptanol
Dimethylthiambutene
Dioxephetyl Butyrate
Diphenoxylate
Dipipanone
Ecgonine, its esters and derivatives which are con-vertible to ecgonine and cocaine.
Ethylmethylthiambutene
Etonitazene
Etorphine
Etoxeridine
Fentanyl
Furethidine
Heroin
Hydrocodone
Hydromorphinol
Hydromorphone
Hydroxypethidine
Isomethadone
Ketobemidone
Levomethorphan
Levomoramide
Levophenacylmorphine
Levorphanol
Metazocine
Methadone
Methadone Intermediate
Phenadoxone
Phenampromide
Phenazocine
Phenomorphan
Phenoperidine
Piminodine
Piritramide
Proheptazine
Properidine
Racemethorphan
Racemoramide
Racemorphan
Thebacon
Thebaine
Trimeperidine
Acetyldihydrocodeine
Codeine
Dihydrocodeine
Ethylmorphine
Nicocodine
Norcodeine
Pholcodine
Preparations of: 
a. Acetyldihydrocodeine
b. Codeine
c. Dihydrocodeine
d. Ethylmorphine
e. Norcodeine
f. Pholcodine
When combined with other substances (in a pharmaceutical preparation) and containing more than 100 (one hundred) milligrams of the narcotic per dose, or if prepared without the addition of other substances and containing more than 2.5% (two and a half percent) of the narcotic substance.
Cocaine preparations containing more than 0.1% (one- tenth of a percent) shall be calculated as cocaine base, and opium or morphine preparations containing more than 0.2% (two-tenths of a percent) of morphine shall be calculated as anhydrous morphine base.
Preparations of diphenoxylate containing more than 2.5% (two and a half) milligrams of diphenoxylate shall be calculated as base, or if these preparations contain less than 25 (twenty-five) micrograms of atropine sulfate per dosage unit.
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