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Law No. (27) of 2010 regarding Sabbatical During the Preparation Period and Participation in Sports Events and Tournaments
We, Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of the Kingdom of Bahrain.
Having reviewed the Constitution,
Legislative Decree No. (5) of 1983 Establishing the Supreme Council of Youth and Sports, amended by Legislative Decree No. (26) of 1999,
Law No. (3) of 2005 regarding Higher Education,
Law No. (27) of 2005 regarding Education,
The Civil Service Law promulgated by Legislative No. (35) of 2006,
Legislative Decree No. (25) of 1998 regarding Private Educational and Training Institutions,
Legislative Decree No. (34) of 2002 regarding Bahrain Defence Force,
Legislative Decree No. (23) of 1976 promulgating Labour Law in Private Sector,
Legislative Decree No. (24) of 1976 promulgating the Social Insurance Law,
Legislative Decree No. (21) of 1989, promulgating Law of Associations, Social and Cultural Clubs, Private Bodies Working in the Field of Youth and Sports, and Private Institutions, as amended,
And Legislative Decree No. (3) of 1982 regarding Public Security Forces, as amended,
The Shura Council and the Council of Representatives have approved the following Law, which we have ratified and enacted:
Article (1) 
The provisions of this Law shall apply to players, coaches, and administrative, technical, medical, and refereeing staff affiliated with the following entities:
1- Civil and military ministries, institutions, and authorities of the Kingdom.
2- Governmental and private schools, universities, and institutes.
3- Employees of public and private companies and institutions.
Article (2) 
The individuals mentioned in Article (1) shall be entitled to special leave for preparation or participation in Gulf, Arab, regional, continental, or international sports tournaments and competitions during which they represent the Kingdom at the level of national teams, clubs, or sports federations, for a period not exceeding the duration of preparation and participation.
Coordination with their workplaces or educational institutions, as applicable, is required to qualify for this leave. 
Article (3) 
1- The special leave for those mentioned in Clauses (1) and (3) of Article (1) shall be paid leave, and the beneficiaries shall retain all their employment rights throughout the duration of the leave.
2- The benefiting entity that employs beneficiaries of the leave shall bear the wages of private sector employees who receive this leave. 
The benefiting entity refers to the private bodies operating in the field of youth and sports, as outlined in Paragraph Two of Article (2) of Legislative Decree No. (21) of 1989 promulgating the Law of Associations, Social and Cultural Clubs, Private Bodies Working in the Field of Youth and Sports and Private Institutions.
3- Government entities shall bear the salaries and wages of public sector employees granted leave, including all entitled allowances.
4- The period of leave shall not be considered part of the actual study duration for students, nor shall it count towards the maximum duration of study.
Article (4) 
The President of the General Organisation for Youth and Sports shall approve the application for leave, specifying the start and end dates, submitted by clubs or sports federations, and shall refer it to the entity with which the individual concerned is affiliated for necessary action.
Article (5) 
For the purposes of implementing this Law, the Minister of Education shall issue the regulations concerning student leave in schools, and the Higher Education Council shall issue the regulations concerning student leave in higher education institutions.
Article (6) 
The Minister responsible for youth and sports shall issue, based on the proposal of the General Organisation for Youth and Sports, the necessary regulations and decisions to implement this Law, which shall include the rules and procedures for obtaining leave, preparation periods, and participation in sports tournaments, including the designated preparation or participation periods for each sport or tournament.
Article (7) 
No provision that conflicts with the provisions of this Law shall be enforced.
Article (8) 
The Prime Minister and the Ministers—each within their jurisdiction—shall implement this Law, and it shall come into force from the day following the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.
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